
Join our CommunityREAD by reading and sharing this book, 
then enrich the experience with these questions and activities.

We Were Liars
Written by E. Lockhart

A beautiful and distinguished family.
A private island.

A brilliant, damaged girl; a passionate, political boy.
A group of four friends—the Liars—whose friendship

turns destructive.
A revolution. An accident. A secret.

Lies upon lies.
True love.
The truth.

Discussion Questions

What role does Cadence’s grandfather play in the story? How does his role as
patriarch of the family define the choices made by his children and
grandchildren? To what extent is he to blame for the shortcomings of others?

Consider the moral questions raised by this novel. How are racism, land
ownership, inheritance, materialism, greed, and manipulation handled by
Lockhart? In your opinion, in what ways do these elements enrich the story? 

Was the ending a surprise or did you see it coming? Return to earlier passages in
the book and locate instances of foreshadowing of events to come. 

We Were Liars is a first-person narrative, but that narrative includes fairytales,
hallucinatory episodes, and scenes that are repeated with new interpretations
at different points in the story. What did you think of the narrative style?
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activities

Create a fictional social media account for one of the characters in
We Were Liars. What social media do you think your character would
use? What photos and images would they post? Would they post
videos? Quotes? Lengthy text? Who would they follow? Who would
follow them? 

Write a newspaper article about the fire on Beechwood Island.

These discussion questions, activities, and more can be found at the publisher's website:
penguinrandomhouse.com

 
 

 
Share what you did with the library on Facebook (facebook.com/FHCPL) or Instagram (@FHCPL).

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PreK-Grade 1: We Forgot Brock! by Carter Goodrich
Grades 2-3: High and Dry by Eric Walters
Grades 4-6: Caterpillar Summer by Gillian McDunn
Grades 7-8: The Line Tender by Kate Allen
Grades 9-12: We Were Liars by e. lockhart

The 2023 CommunityREAD book is The Invisible Husband of Frick
Island by Colleen Oakley.  The author will present at the

Marathon Center for the Performing Arts on April 6, 2023.

 

2023 YouthREAD Titles

CommunityREAD is a month-long community event that encourages reading and
discussion. Each year, a different CommunityREAD book is chosen, along with a selection

of YouthREAD books that explore similar topics and themes for younger readers. 

what is community read?


